Shannon Blaszczyk

   





      November 2, 2010
Top Ten Educational Web Sites
1) Kaboose

http://funschool.kaboose.com/
When it comes to online educational games for students, this is my favorite webs site!  If you scroll to the bottom of the homepage, you can find games by grade.  Kaboose provides interactive games for students in pre-K to 6th grade. The games on this web site are so lively and colorful so they make learning fun.  If you go to the “Parents and Teachers” section, you will find a ton of helpful teaching resources like ideas for crafts, activities, and printables. Teachers can join the Kaboose Forum to exchange ideas with other teachers across the world. As a kid I struggled with math so I really enjoyed the math games on Kaboose, like Math Popper and Go-Go Go-Karts. 

2) Teachers Net

http://teachers.net/
The Teachers Net web site features over 4,000 lesson plans and classroom ideas.  Teachers can browse lesson plans by category, grade level, or search by keyword.  Teachers can also submit their own lesson plans and project ideas. This web site also features a “Classroom Project Center.” Currently, I am doing my practicum at a public school in Philadelphia and my cooperative teacher told me about this web site. According to her, the “Teacher Chatboards” are extremely helpful, even for little things like purchasing classroom materials at a discounted price.  Besides lesson plans and projects, this web site also offers online articles and job listings.  I really like this web site because it was created by teachers, for teachers.   
3) Scholastic

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/home.jsp
Scholastic is widely known around the world as a children’s publishing company.  I chose the Scholastic web site because it is more than just an online bookstore. The Scholastic web site offers hundreds of resources for teachers, parents, and kids.  Under the ‘Teachers’ tab you can find printables, mini-books, activities, online discussion groups, and videos. Teachers can even create a classroom homepage! This web site also offers games, videos, books, blogs, and message boards for kids. Most of the games are based on popular books.  I really enjoyed the game, Holes Treasure Hunt. My favorite part of the Scholastic web site is “Teacher Share” which features valuable resources for new teachers.  For example, lesson plans, survival guides, tools and strategies, support, and even interactive whiteboard material. 
4) PrimaryGames

http://www.primarygames.com/
This is one of my favorite web sites for students to go on to play educational interactive games. Students can pick from a variety of subjects including: holidays, language arts, math, social studies, and science.  If they are on the web site to take a break from school work, they can click on games, puzzles, or arcade for more exciting and fun games!  Regardless of which section the games are under, there is a “Curriculum Guide” link at the bottom of each page.  Teachers can use this guide to help students pick relevant games at the student’s level.  All games are geared for students in pre-K to 4th grade.  Another feature that I like is “The Print Zone.”  Teachers can use this section to find and print e-books, activity pages, coloring pages, calendars, stationary, and award certificates.   
5) Enchanted Learning

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/Home.html
I came across this web site while doing research for my dinosaur web quest. Enchanted Learning produces K-12 educational material that is published online.  This web site has over 25,000 pages of material on a variety of topics and they produce new pages every day!  Topics include plants, dinosaurs, animals, weather, holidays, sharks, and explorers. Although Enchanted Learning does offer a set of links for kids to explore, I would only use this web site as a teacher resource.  Teachers can find motivating activities, crafts, and printables on this web site.   My favorite printable is the word wheel because they have a word wheel for almost every topic imaginable!
6) The Teacher’s Corner

http://www.theteacherscorner.net/
The Teacher’s Corner it another web site with great resources for teachers.  It features thousands of lesson plans, projects, thematic units, and seasonal activities.   This web site is one of my favorites because it offers ideas for daily writing prompts under the “Teacher’s Resources” section. Another feature that I like about this web site is the worksheet generator in the “Printable Worksheets” section. You can customize worksheets to fit your classroom needs!  In this section, you can also find printable maps, coloring pages, and calendars and even make your own puzzles!

7) PBS Teachers
 http://www.pbs.org/teachers/
I really like this web site because it offers educational resources for teaching students in pre-K through 12th grade. Most people think of little kids when they hear PBS, but this site offers a lot of information to help teachers in classrooms across the grades. Under each grade bracket, subjects include art, health and fitness, math, reading and language arts, science and technology, and social studies.  When you click on any one of these subjects you will find hundreds of lesson plans, activities, and projects. Also, the web site features discussion boards and online courses to meet professional development goals (PBS Teachline). Teachers can also find online games for students.  My favorite game was Fetch, a game that helps students learn about how germs enter the body and how we can prevent them. 

8) Education World

http://www.educationworld.com/
The Education World web site makes gathering and sharing ideas easier for educators. It is an organized collection of ideas for lesson planning, professional development, technology integration, and education news and issues. The web site’s “Wire Side Chats” are interviews with top education experts from across the world and provide a lot of helpful information on professional development. My favorite section is “Lesson Planning” because teachers are not only able to search through thousands of lesson plans, but they can also find ideas for bulletin boards, five-minute fillers, activities, and books for teaching certain topics.  Teachers can also find hundreds of free printables for use across the grades and across the curriculum in the “Work Sheet Library.” 
9) Apples 4 the Teacher

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/
Apples 4 the Teacher is a fun educational web site for teachers and students.  It offers interactive learning games, quizzes, and worksheet generator tools categorized by subject area for students in grades K-6.  Subjects include arts, language, literacy, math, science, and social studies. I tried out the game Diner Dash and ended up playing it for about an hour. It was such a fun game, but this one was not very educational. 
10) Federal Resources for Educational Excellence

http://free.ed.gov/ 

I chose this web site because it is full of free educational resources for teachers and parents from federal agencies. You can choose to navigate the web site be selecting on animations, primary documents, videos, or photos, or you can search for information by subject. Subjects include art and music, health and physical education, history and social studies, language arts, math, and science. I really liked the animations offered by the web site, especially A Tour of the Cell, an interactive exploration of the smallest unit of life.  
